
Distance Learning for GATE Parents 

Gifted/Talented Programs is pleased to offer, for the first time, online parent 
workshops. It was disappointing to cancel the 11th Annual GATE/SAS Parent 
Conference because parents look forward to this event to receive information on 
strategies and resources to support their children. As a result, we have posted most 
of our requested workshops on our website. To access the workshops, please visit 
the Gifted/Talented Programs Parent webpage at https://achieve.lausd.net/Page/
2286 and click on the Online Workshops link. The workshops are available in 
English and Spanish. New workshops will be posted on a regular basis. Given 
below is a brief description of each available workshop.  

Gifted Identification and Program Options 
This workshop provides an overview of gifted learners, the seven categories of 
identification in L.A. Unified and program options for students once identified. In 
addition, it provides ways parents can support their gifted children. 

A Parent Guide to Schools for Advanced Studies 
This workshop will provide a deeper understanding of Schools for Advanced 
Studies (SAS), including criteria for enrollment. Also addressed are the differences 
between Schools for Advanced Studies and Gifted Magnets. 

Not Just Academics: Nurturing Artistic Talent in Your Child 
This workshop reviews how a student becomes identified as talented in the arts in 
L.A. Unified. It focuses on the Gifted/Talented Programs Conservatory of Fine Arts 
as a program option and addresses other options for talented learners, including 
local resources for artistic development. 

Be Proactive: Advocating for Your Gifted Child 
This workshop presents an overview of L.A. Unified’s Gifted/Talented Programs, 
the why and how to advocate for your child; and helpful parent resources. 

Twice Exceptional Students: Unique Gifted Learners 
This workshop reviews general gifted characteristics and then highlights 
characteristics of twice exceptional learners. It also looks at the importance of 
executive functioning skills and how you as a parent can support your child. 

Parenting Strategies for Raising a Healthy, Happy Gifted 
Child 
This workshop will review some characteristics of gifted children and how those 
characteristics look at home with different “profiles” of gifted children. Some 
common parenting problems and solutions for gifted children will be addressed. 
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Family Time In 
Free ideas for family 
time 

Scavenger Hunt           
Make your own list of 
things to search for in 
your home or backyard 
by theme, or search 
online and download 
one of the many free 
samples available! 

Plant a Family Garden                   
You can use pots for a 
container garden, a 
patch in the front yard, 
or even the driveway 
grass border to plant 
tasty herbs, vegetables, 
and fruits that kids will 
love watching grow and 
eat! Beans are a healthy 
and quick-growing 
starter! 

Write a Letter               
Who doesn’t love 
receiving personalized 
mail? Make a card for a 
relative or family friend 
who lives alone, send it, 
and make their day a 
little brighter! 

Build a Fort                  
Gather all the pillows 
and blankets in your 
home to see if the family 
can create a massive fort 
in one of the rooms. 
Bring a device to host a 
“movie night” in your 
new fort! 
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School Spotlight  
186th Street Elementary School  
(Local District South) 
186th Street School, a School for Advanced 
Studies (SAS) site, has not let the 
COVID-19 school closure hold back their 
wise owls from continuing meaningful 
learning. During the school closure their 
GATE/SAS students have been working 
hard at home using multiple online 
learning platforms to maintain academic 
rigor, including depth and complexity. 
Here are some examples of what their 
students are doing during distance 
learning.  

• Kindergarten and first grade SAS students are using online apps to 
maintain/accelerate their reading, writing, and math academic levels. 

• Second grade SAS students have been working with "Investigating the 
Past: Fossils.” Students are analyzing, examining, and making inferences 
on past life from clues collected and acting as paleontologists, 
archaeologists, and explorers.  

• Third grade SAS students are growing plants at home, and connecting 
with A World in Motion partners to do straw rocket projects during their 
engineering/science block.  

• Fourth grade SAS students are incorporating theater arts into their social 
studies curriculum by dressing up and acting out scenes from the Oregon Trail.  

• Fifth grade SAS students meet on Zoom with physicians from Harbor UCLA 
Medical Center to learn about COVID-19 and how to maintain healthy habits 
during this time. At this meeting, students were challenged to use the Flipgrid 
app to create their own newscast to report their findings.  

Overall, the school closures have been challenging, but this has not stopped 
186th Street Elementary School wise owls from soaring.  We salute their 
teachers, parents, and staff for their amazing strength, countless hours of 
effort, and passion to keep their wise owl community on track.   

If your school has something to share for the “School Spotlight” section, please email Susanna Furfari, District 
Coordinator, at susanna.furfari@lausd.net.
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Important Dates 

✦ June 12: Last day 
of school for the 
2019-20 school 
year 

✦ July 4: 
Independence 
Day 

✦ August 18: First 
day of school for 
the 2020-21 
school year 

Although the 
school year will 
open August 18, 
2020, there is not 
a decision yet on 
whether 
campuses will 
reopen by that 
date. 

✦ September 4: 
Admissions Day - 
No school 

✦ September 7: 
Labor Day Holiday 
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